
                                                                                     
                                                            Vietnam is a country with a population of 76,000,000, of which more than 

half are children under 15. It is organized into some 55 provinces, each directed by a each 
directed by a People’s Committee, the supreme authority, and each with one or more state-run orphanages.

 Although Vietnam is a country with an extremely high literacy rate, the average income is still very low. Single 
parenthood is not accepted, and children are abandoned because of this social prejudice and due to poverty. 

Increasingly, children are orphaned because of AIDS.

TDH Ontario is now accepting new applications for Vietnam only from families wishing to adopt a special needs 
child. We feel that TDH has reached its limit in accepting new applicants for the mainstream program, as the wait for 
referrals is simply too long. We do not want to raise the hopes of families who would have to wait three, four or even 

five years for a proposal to arrive. We will notify people if the situation changes.
Children Available  
•Only applications for special needs 8 month to 5 yrs; special needs includes children 5 yrs and older. 
•Special needs conditions seen are cleft lip or palate, correctible heart problems, low birth weight, prematurity, 
hepatitis B, and others.
•Both boys and girls are available. 

Parental Requirements
•Couples must be married and not same sex.
• Single females are eligible. 
•Couples are given priority. 

Why Children are Available 
•Single parenthood is not accepted, and children are abandoned 
because of this social prejudice and due to poverty. 
Increasingly, children are orphaned because of AIDS.

Family Background
•If birth family information is known it will be provided with the child’s documentation.

Medical Information
•Children are taken to an international medical clinic for examination and testing, as appropriate to the child’s age. 
Information provided typically includes general health status, length/height, weight, head circumference, and 
tests for HIV/AIDS and hepatitis. Infants are now immunized against hepatitis A.



Wait Times 
•Approximately 9-18 months for a proposal, depending on the flexibility of the home study; wait may be consid-
erably longer in some cases

In-Country Time Required
•Only one trip to Vietnam is required. The average length of stay is 2-3 weeks.

Child’s Citizenship
•The adoptive parents can apply for the child to enter Canada as a Canadian citizen or a permanent resident. For 
the latest information contact TDH Ontario or check the  Citizenship and Immigration Canada web site.

Post-Adoption Requirements
•The new (2011) laws in Vietnam require a legal commitment to submit two reports annually for the first three 
years, no matter the age of the children at adoption. They are due in Vietnam March (due in office Feb 1) and 
Sept (due in office Aug 1). Prior to the new laws reports were required up to age 18. This is no longer the case 
and is retroactive to adoptions already completed.

Costs 
•Costs change often due to the fluctuation of the Canadian dollar and fee changes implemented by government 
agencies in Canada and abroad. Please contact TDH directly for a current cost estimate.

 

Coordinating Agencies
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